Parent Info on
NWEA MAP tests
January, 2021

Dear Families,
Later this month we will begin our middle of the year MAP testing. These assessments are
used to measure student learning from the beginning of the year to now. It is important that
they work independently on these tests. The tests are adaptive, so they will keep asking

questions until the student doesn't know the answer. The goal is to nd out where they are by
nding the information that they are now ready to learn. Remind your students that not
knowing an answer is ok.
Teachers will use the data collected to target their instruction to student needs. The more
accurate the data we get is, the more our teachers can build a plan to help our students.
Students will need to be logged in to their harmony portal to take the tests. They will need a
zoom window open and will be monitored on GoGuardian as well. The zoom meeting will be
where the teacher provides them with login information. The GoGuardian monitor will provide
assistance for technical problems and help answer student's questions about directions.
Neither of these monitors will be able to help the students with the test. We will need the
students to be online during the scheduled test session and to have their camera on and
microphone muted. There is a raise hand button in zoom if they have questions. We will get to
them as soon as possible.
K-2 will take reading, math, and reading uency. Third- fth will take math and reading. Fourth
and fth will also take science. The schedule is attached below.
Don't forget to try to get a good night's sleep and eat a good breakfast. Remind students to try
their best and that is good enough. They don't have to know everything. We know they will do
amazing!
Sincerely,
Mr. White

What is MAP Growth? - NWEA

www.nwea.org

Take a closer look at how MAP Growth is designed to support
student learning

January MAP schedule- Homeroom
teachers will proctor
Your student's teacher will reach out to let you know which session your student will be in.

Evening sessions will be available if
needed
Please reach out to your student's teacher if your student needs to test after hours.

Parent info
Harmony Public Schools administers the NWEA MAP Growth and Reading Fluency tests at the
beginning of the year each year to establish baseline data for our scholars as well as to
measure growth for our returning scholars that tested the previous year. This round of testing
will be compared to that data to drive our instructional focus for each scholar as well as to
identify trends within our campuses and district. As you know, this year is unique in that we
are all beginning this instructional year remotely and we will need your assistance in ensuring
that the integrity and validity of our assessments are maintained. To do this, we have created
this document for you to help you navigate the NWEA MAP assessment and answer any
questions you may have.
Who
Students in grades K-10 (with limited exceptions) will take the NWEA MAP Growth Test.
Technology
Your scholar is scheduled to take these online assessments between January 19th and 29th.
We are asking each family to complete this technology check by January 15th so that we may
help you troubleshoot any issues that your family may experience before the testing window
begins. To check if your device meets the minimum requirements, please click here.
Log in
Each student will log on to the NWEA MAP testing platform from their Harmony student portal
account. The student will click the “NWEA student” icon.
If you receive an error message, check to see if you have a red error indicator in the address
bar blocking pop-ups. If so, click on the icon and choose “Always allow.. “ and “Done” to x it.
On the log in screen, there will be an opportunity to take a practice test if your student is
unfamiliar with this testing platform. The practice test is not scored in any way and will simply
serve as a tool to help familiarize them with the platform and format of the assessments.
How
All NWEA MAP Sessions will be proctored via Zoom by personnel from your scholar’s
campus. Your scholar’s instructors will provide them with the Zoom session information as
well as any required test-speci c log in information for your scholar.
When
The Winter 2021 NWEA MAP Administration is scheduled to be administered from Jan 19th to
29th. Please see the schedule above. Make-up testing will occur on January 28th and February
1st. While these tests do not have a time limit, the average time spent by Harmony students in
2019 was just over one hour. This average time will vary depending on grade level. We urge our
families to monitor their scholar(s) closely when they are taking this assessment to make
sure that their scholar is taking their time, using their testing strategies, and putting forward
their best efforts to ensure that we receive the most accurate data about your student.
Test Security

During an in-person administration of this assessment, the test proctor is able to walk around
the room to monitor each scholar and make sure that each scholar is taking their time and
behaving responsibly. In this new virtual setting, we are asking for your assistance in making
sure that your scholar’s test is secure and they are following testing expectations such as the
following
Make sure they have completed the technology check by January 15th.
During the Zoom test administration, please monitor your scholar to make sure they are
taking their time and using their testing strategies
During the Zoom test administration, please do not allow your scholar to have any other
windows open on their computer other than their MAP test and their Zoom.
During the Zoom test administration, please do not allow your scholar to use any outside
resources
During the Zoom test administration, please make sure that your scholar does not have
access to their cell phone.
Accessibility
For our scholars with documented supports needed for STAAR testing, we will implement
those supports as much as possible for the corresponding MAP tests.
Troubleshooting and Additional Questions
For any troubleshooting or additional questions, please contact your Campus Testing
Coordinator, Mr. White at jwhite@harmonytx.org.

